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Waste cleanup to be done at Blackwell
By Lynn Van Matre
T i n i i i ' S h S i \ i H W K I T K K

A $:; in i I I t u n hazardous-waste
cleanup at ( l ie site of a former
l a n d f i l l in l i l a rkwe l l Forest Pre-
serve in W a r r e n v i l l e is sched-
uled to liegm nex t week, DuPage
C o i i M l v DMncI Forest Preserve
oll ' icials said.

The pro jec t , to begin July 21
on the one t ime landfill known
as Ml Hov . w i l l take approxi
i n a t e l v f i v e i r ' i n t h s and could
alTect Mime a c t i v i t i e s at the pop

40-acre former landfill is facing a 5-month project
u l a r preserve, accord ing to
Joseph Benedict, interim direc
tor of environmental services
for the district.

The work, done in compliance
wi th an agreement between the
Forest Preserve District and the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, involves cons t ruct ion
and i n s t a l l a t i o n of a sys tem
designed to l imi t the possibility

of landfill contaminants leaking
into nearby groundwater, Bene-
dict said.

The 40 acre landfill site was
placed on the EPA's Superfund
n a t i o n a l p r i o r i t i e s l i s t o f
hazardous-waste sites in 1990, a
decade after seepage of contami-
nated l iqu id from an area on
the nor th slope of the d u m p
t u r n e d - r e c r e a t i o n a l h i l l t r i g

gered w i d e s p r e a d concerns
about environmental toxins.

After a five year investigation,
the EPA concluded in 1995 that
the site and surrounding areas
posed no health hazards to visi-
tors, workers or nearby resi-
dents.

"You probably could classify
Blackwell as the cleanest site on
the Super fund l is t ," Benedict

said.
However, EPA studies deter-

mined that contamination levels
above the maximum allowable
for safe d r i n k i n g water were
present in e ight m o n i t o r i n g
wells w i t h i n 300 feet of the for
mer landfill. Cleanup plans were
set in motion last year.

According to Benedict, con
t a m i n a n t s are p r imar i ly "a
series of cliemicals, i nc lud ing
iron, sulfates and chlorides."
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